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N JUNE 21 BIDS
were opened at
the Navy Depart-
ment for the con-
struction of three :a-
krot torpedo boats,
to cost. in all, not
over j',$.00 Had
those bids involved
the building of as

many battle ships of
the largest size no
more intense interest
could have been
manifested by .he

shipitiong element of this country. As
many as ten serious bids were received-
all upon the designs of the bidders, and
practically a month has been required to
determine to whom the awards should be
made. The matter has now been s' .ed,
and the Navy Department has accepted
the plars and terms of the Harlan & ;iol-
lingsw""rth Company. Wilmington, Del.: of
the Gi. Engine and Power Company, New
York. and of Wolff & Zwicker. Portland,
Oreg. By this disposition, one of the boats
will be built on the Pacitic coast.
Th. torpedo boat destroyer today is a

marvel of m:chanical achieven.ent, and
the fastest craft afloat; and it is easy to
see hoe. far-reaching must he the tame of
the buil-ler of such a vessel. Her.ce, the
strong competition.
Out of a fleet of eighteen boats. guilt or

bttildin r, we already have three 4t-knot
destroyers under way, and with the advent
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of these latest boats we shall have nearly
half as many destroyers as we have typi-
cally modern torpedo boats. The reason
for ths is two-fold. First. because a foe
can bring to bear upon our coast only the
larag-t of her torpedo boats, together with
her destroyers, and to meet them success-
fully we must have the strongest means
of retaliation at hand; and, second, be-
cause the torpedo boat destroyer has prac-
tically proved itself the torpedo boat's su-
perior for hazrdous work in heavy weath-
er. In the minds of many thoughtful na-
val men. our own needs, at least, will lead
to the bui!!ing only of destroyers and of
small torlelo boats of perhaps not more
than 22 knots; and that because the de-
stroyer can do all the needful rough sea
work. whih. the moderate cost and the lim-
itfd tar-, of the smaller boat make them
more d:icirable for the risky service for
which they are designl.

Iterinnir.,. then, as we have, we are but
following the experience of the British, to
whose co'tly experiments, involving mil-
lions. Is i.- the torpedo boa' destroyer of
today: arl many of the torpedo boats.
pure an-l simple. that swell the lists of
European powers today are substantially
obsolete !,. ause of this newer order of
craft. Tli. French government has fourteen
destroye: . but with the exception of two
:a-knot !.ats, the rest range from 25 to 27
knots. France pins her faith upon her flo-
tilla of ,te hundred andt five first-class tor-
pedo bonis. varying in speed from 20 to 25
knot. Great Btritain, the "hereditary foe"
of France. has ninety-two destroyers, built
and bull-ling. Of these forty-nine have a

speed of :'s knots and over, while the rest
rang' from 27 to !t knots. Of first-class
torpalo boats she has sixty-nine. These,
figures are singularly instructive, in view
of the work of the destroyers in the Brit-
*ish maneuvers of 'tN;, when, in spite of a
gale, the destroyers effectually blockaded
a fle.-t of torpedo boats, and held them in
check for several days.

The Largest.
Of the three new boats, that of the Har-

Ian anai Hollingsworth Company is the
largest an~d most formidable. She may be
said to be an improved Thornycroft type,
andi the builders have declared it their In-
tentlon. to spare no pains or expense to
make her an impressive success.
She has a long, finely modeled hull of ::31

feet 4 inches over all, wIth a maximum
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materially increasing -her seaworthiness.
She will carry two conning towers, one

forward and one aft, and each will be supy-
piled with both band and steam steering
gears, while upon the bridge just abaft the
oerward tower there will be a third steering
gear for navigatios in fair weather. Each
at these conning towers will have the
usual speaing' tubee, telegraphs and elec-
trical comnmunications with all points of
importance, besides mseans fer spreading-

etthe charts for platting the course.
The decks will be cowered with linoleum,

ana such woans Is sed. w.an be fr-_

There will be a berthing space for twen-
ty well forward: the bunks being made to
turn up and out of the way when ndt in
use. Accommodations for twelve firemen
will be provided just abaft the engine
space. Next follows provisions for three
machinists, while the quarters for the pet-
ty officers, the chief engineer, the exeep-
tive and the captain are further aft
While arranged with a very careful re-
gard for space, the officers' quarters will
be very prettily and comfortably appointed,
and everything will be done to make them
as commodious as the necessarily limited
sprce imposes.
The boat will be lighted entirely by elec-

tricity within, and without, too, for the
purposes of navigation.
The boat is subdivided into something

like a dozen unbroken water-tight com-
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partments. without any means of inter-
communication, passage up to the deck
and down again being required for travel
from one compartment to another. This
is done to give added security in case of
accident, and to obviate the danger of im-
perfectly working water-tight doors.

Her Powerful Engines.
The boat will be driven by two sets of

triple-expansion engines, actuating twin
screws. These engines, in a common com-

partment, are of the four-cylinder type,
and .have each a high-pressure cylinder of
21t inches, en intermediate pressure cylin-
der of :2%¢ inches, and two low-pressure'
cylinders of 34 inches In diameter. They
have a common stroke of 18 inches, and
will make 4(t) revolitions a minute when
running at full speed.
Steam will be supplied by four Thorny-

croft water-tube boilers placed in two com-

.cc.

OWER CO.* BOAT.

partments, and enough steam, at a working
pressure of 2440 pounds. will be generated
to induce an indicated ho-se power In the
engines of 7,_'W when running at full
speed.
For the sake of protection against mod-

erate' gun-fire the coal is stowed abreast
the boilers.
A small steam windlass forward will

raise the anchors and handle such heavy
weights as the boats may be required to
carry.
As a torpedo boat destroycr, she will car-

ry a battery of seven 6-pounder rapid-fire
guns. There will be one on top of each
conning tower, to be worked from the en-
circling bridge. one on eacb bow abreast
the forward tower, and three amidships
along the center-line. Each 6 pounder will
be supplied with 1tr8 rounds of ammunition.
In her capacity as a torpedo boat, she will
carry two 1-inch tubes for the discharge
of Whitehead torpedoes. These tubes, one
just abaft the other, are placed on the
center-line netween the after smokestack
and the after conning tower. There will
be a supply of four torpedoes, the two
spare ones being carried in cases on deck.
The contract price, excluding armament,

is 2'lit,4M0.
The next boat. n point of size, is that to

be built by the Wolff and Zwicker #eople.
She is 197 feet lone; over all, and has an

extreme beam of 20 feet 5 inches, and upoi
a load displacement of 'Mio tons will have
a maximum draft of 8, feet of water.
che will be tried, however, upon a dis-
placement of 247% tons.
At the stem she will be 8 feet 8 inches

out of water, while amidships she will be
2 feet 2 inches lower.
She will be propelled by two triple ex-

pansior. engines of the four-cylinder type.These engines will be placed in a common
engine room abaft the boilers, and each
will have one -ylinder of 1J% inches.,one
of 31 3-4 inches, and two of :t5 Inches in
diameter, with a common stroke of 18
inches. They do not state how many revo-
lotions the engines are to make a minute,
nor do they give the estimatedl indicated
horse-power, but it is quite certain the pro-
pelling machinery will mnake quite four
hundred turns a minute. while the Indi-
cated horse-power will be fully 6,000?.

I. Water-TIght Comisartamenta.
Steam will be supplied, at a working

pressure of 250l pounds, by three water-
tt.be boilers, type yet to be determined.
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the ofees aft. and everythinar will be
done to secure all possible comfort and
convenience within the aletted uprfowspace.-
There are two conning towers, and emelhhas both hand and-steamsteerng heels,together with the usual ele ne-etoltanical and voeal sesaism of eon.......a.
The hatitry will aanat of four 6-pound-ers and two 18-Inch torpede tubes.One of the 6-pounders.wlB be mounted on

the forward tower and worked from thesurroundIng bridge, the *rest *31I be dineposed at points of ataelngthe 8e*.The tarpedo tubessohedn the om
ter line, one forward se ett et theat
ter esnntag tower, and ese will hse awide are af ke. aie .... wryfer a-

pedoes of the 18-inch, Whitehead type, and
I rounds of ammunition will be provided
for each of the 6-pounder guns.
The contract cost, exclusive of arma-

ment, Is $214.500.
The Gas Engine and Power Company's

boat Is last, but by no means the least In-
teresting.
This is the first time that the company

has -done any work for the navy, but Its
well-known work on fast yachts and
launches of fine performance augurs well
for the performance of this 80-knot boat.
This boat Is something on the lines of the

British Poplar boats of 240 tons, but some-
what larger and more powerful.
She is 206 feet 9 inches lorg over all, and

has a maximum beam of 19 feet. Her load
displacement will be 205 tons, but she will
be tred on thirty tons less. She will have
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a maxi'mum draft of eight feet over her
screws. Forward and at the stem she has
a freeboard of ten feet, while amidships itIF seventy feet five inches.
She nill be driven by two triple-expan-sion engines of the four-cylinder type ar-

ranged in a common compartment. These
engines will each have one cylinder of
twenty inches, one of twenty-nine inches,and two of thirty Inches in diameter, with
a uniform stroke of eighteen inceha. When
running at full sp'eed, the screws will make401 turns, and an indicated horse-power of:,lt) will be induce:.
Steam, at a working pressure of 245pounds, will be supplied by four Seaburypatent water-tube boilers. These boilers,in two water-tight compartmerts, willflank the engines forward and aft: and this

arrangement is calculated to lessen some-what the danger of gt-neral disablement inmaking attack or in fleeing. The coal sup-ply is stowed abreast the boilers and aheadaw'l athwart the forward boiler. Again, solong as the coal lasts, this disposition of theforward coal may help to shield againsttire in approaching.The boat, like its predecessors, Is sub-divided into some ten or a dozen water-tight compartments entirely closed to in-ternal communication.
For Ofieers and Men.

There are .accommodations forward for
thirty-six, and quarters aft for seven offi-
cers-petty-, warrant and commissioned.
Canvas folding berths are provided for the
enlisted men, while transom berths are fit-
ted for the officers. Again, the nice ad-Justment of space is consid'ered, and com-
fort and convenience assured as far as pos-sible. About the only woodwork In thecraft will he in the officers' quarters, andthere pretty paneling will do a good dealto give an attractive finish to the cozysurroundings. This boat, like the others,will tIe fitted with baths for the officers,but Jacky will have to take his bucket ofwater on leek or go dirty: and it may beremarked here that, in active service, o0il-
cers and crew alike will be very apt tochoose the latter.
The decks will be covered with linoleum.and, like the others, she will be lighted by'lectricity and ventilated by blowers,whilea small steam windlass will do most of theheavy lifting.
As in the other boats, there are two con-ning towers, each fitted with the usual

means of internal communication.She willi carry four ti-pounders, two ofwhich will he on the deck, while the othertwo will be placed, one each, on the con-ning towers. It may be remarked thatwhile these guns on the towers have su-perior arcs of fire, they are, nevertheless,-eriously hampered by augmented vibra-tion, and the experience abroad, except in
very moderate weather and under easy=peed, has proven them very unreliable.She will carry two torpedo tubes for 18-inch Whitehead torpedoes, placed on thecenter-line amidships, and way aft, wherethey will have effective arcs of fire.Exclusive of armament, the contractprice Is 3210.oi1i.
A bald statement of the features anddimensions of these boats gives no notionof what they really are as pieces of navalarchitecture and examples of the cunningof marine engineers, nor from such factsand figures can a layman grasp the workthat these tiny vessels must do, nor appre-ciate the tax upon the men that have tomanage them.
The vibration cf those racing enginestransmits a tingling jar to every bit ofher get-up, and, also, a taxing quiver toevery soul on board that will wear out thehardiest nerves. In times of serious serv-ice this must be aggravated by the nerv-ojs tenrden of apprehension and danger,while at all times when at full speed thefiremen and engineers must face the cease-less drain the service of those engines andbc-ilers puts upon them. Every ten min-utes the boilers evaporate their contentsof water and drive It out in the form ofpotent steam to feed those tearing en-gines. To do this the firing must be main-tained almost incessantly, the gaugeswatched and the pressures checked, andall this while the furnaces glow with ablinding incandescence and the air swimswith flying particles of coal dust.If a locomotive were on wheels the sizeof the propellers of these boats and weredriven four hundred turns a minute itwould make quite eighty mIles an hour.These boats will make between thirty andthirty-one knots-somethiang over thirty-five miles an hour, and the service of herengines and boilers will demand a muchmore exacting watchfulness on the partof her firemen and engineers than ever thespeediest locomotive called for.The torpedo boat destroyer is an aggre-gation of great powers, enormous stressesand high speed, and the men that manthem must respond as far as human fleshcan to the same-exhausting drains.

From the New York Sun,
Wheet Is jumping,F~liy bumping,
Withi ani uipward pace Is pumipingAnd the farmer wears a nie ne'er seen before.
Gold1 is pouring,Miners boring,
Unknown arctic fields explornFor th-e millions which the eatbas held in store.
Silver's dropping,
Theories poping,WVhile the Pps their eyes are mpigAs the mtortgagor. are paying ogt ta~ir debts,
'All is hustle,
All Is bustle,
.Work for brain and work for mosele.The Calamityites are paying up their bets.

Rather Previous.
From the Weekly Telegraph.
A poor man lay dying, and his good wife

was tending him with homely but affec-
tionate care. "Don't you think you oould
eat a bit of something, John? Now what
can I get for you?'
With a wan smile he answered, feebly:

"Well, I seem to smell a barn a-cookingsomewhere.; I think I could do with alittle bit of that."'
"Ono, John, dear," she answered,rrcmptly, "you can't have -that, That'sfor the funeral."

BIRDS AND BLOSSOMS
Bummer Rambles Througi Wooded

Uplands and Bouky diella

ELIEPAY THE LOVER OF Ilfmm

To such a Man She Speaks a

Various Language.

THE CHANGE SINCE' SPRING

Written Exciusively for The Evening Spar.
N APRIL AND MAY
the rural environ-
ments of the city
w er e overflowing
with an animated,
debonair and mot-
ley throng. whose ef-

fervescing p
r

i

sfound constant ex-
presslon in song and
sportiveness. They
were on their way to

/their n or th er n
homes, and the way
was fair, and love

and courtship kept them company. It was
their holiday time, when, free from care
and responsibility, they had nothing to do
all day long but enjoy the many pleasures
abundantly strewn upon their pathway.
What bright and happy little things they
were! Darting about amid the fresh and
tender foliage; playing "tag" among the
tree-tops; sometimes flashing down almost
to the ground in the exhilaration of the
sport; throwing off. little bits of melody,
the overflow of the full joyousness of their
hearts; they set the whole forest a-quiver
with gladness. Can it be that these sober
little creatures silently stealing about un-
der the leafy covers of the August woods
are members of that breezy company?
They are in truth our merry friends of the
spring; but how changed! Their gala cos-
tumes have become soiled and faded by
the season's wear, or in some instances
have been replaced by traveling garb of
duller and more neutral hue. Their songs
are hushed, and they have neither time nor
disposition for the mad frolics that marked
their northward journey. The labors and
anxieties of house-building and broad-

Goldfnech.
raising have taught them that life As not
all one continual round of pleasur; and
jollity; and sobered by the sunyner's les-
sons and reminded of their changed %ondi-tion by the young families that are Makingtheir first journey to the south rith Ahem.
they quietly make their Way tbrough the
land, giving so little indication of their
presence that one who would greet1them
as they pass must watch keenly and. assid-uously in order not to miss thezp.
They do not appear in a. compact body

and take full possession of the land, as they
did in the spring. Fortune has distributed
her favors unequally among them. Upon
some she has smiled and all their ventures
have been successful, enabling them to
promptly and speedily finish the summer's
duties and make an early start on their
long trip to the southland Others, how-
ever, have had various mishaps gand vicis-
situdes to contend with and have been de-
layed in consequence. Perhaps several an-
successful suits were necessary before the
lover could find a lady of his choice (one
who would accept him). Perhaps one of
the parties to the union had been destroyed
and a second and more ditficalt quest for a
wife or husband rendered necessary. Per-
haps some destructive accident had hap-
pened to neat or eggs or young, neessitat-
ing another commencement of the sum-
mer's nidification. These and many other
valid excuses might be offered if any were
required to account for tardiness in set-
ting out for the winter's quarters in the
tropics. They certainly appear on the
scene in a fashion very different from the
comparative simultaneity of their spring
arriafal. And it is not until late October
that the last belated straggler takes his de-
parture for the south.

Just Like Some Men.
All during August the arboreal hotels are

registering boreal guests. Indeed, some
very businesslike individuals who waste no
timo on sentiment, but mate and build and
breed as unromantically as royalty itself,
are enabled by their thrifty attention to
business to commence their southward
journey in July. First among these is the
tree swallow, who usually registers hImself

Stoae-Breasted Grosbegk.
and wife and family here aboi4 July 10.
What a very unplaant hustler he'.mustbe in his home relational We can h1a-ine

him building his nest. As Mrs. Trpe 81eallow

meets him coming to the half-flnishedstrue-
ture with masterial and greets himn~rwith
terms of endearment, we can hey' him say-
ing with a mouth full of feathyps, 'gpon'tinterrupt me, my dear, don't y~ap sqe I'm
busy?" But when he attends board njtn
(on the telegraph wire) he Ja~n~tto
swell out his unruffie shir't frn one
spot for so lotg a time that nofte~ ould
suspect how Precious bis mopniare.
Perhaps he explains the apept Mion-
sistency to his wife by telling heth
has to attend these meeting.s~~ r~ to
keep his standing in the nnnnn And
perhaps she believes him, but
if that is the case with all the and

what the effect would be if no at

One of the earliest arrivals August
comes to as in a annged garb ehar-
acter and. under, a different namne from
those of spring. In May hia rather flah

suit of black and white was cosiapicouss

in .the meadows, while his roimickne song.
sCUIntilatd acog the clover tops. We

knew him then a the bobolink. MUt UEr-

lng the first of August it~'awould
meet hin on retard' yeu )past ge to
the marshes besid, the riveir, spa .watchfor a very quietly ressed littllipi, wshowrill addres yeu with no note gage-

euis:etae ,eor ask agate ots-

anteewdn n int a -dto
gratify the ki n sinet he inei myr
remeno anesos e~nt ta.ea eb

reeQ htfr snbI r~wisk

N. sa. huet semths'Waa

tes' as uithasef

fore- he finally passes on to his winter
home, south of the Amanon.
On the same day that the reed bird ar-

rives in the marshes you may look among
the branches of the forest trees for the
dainty little blue-winged yellow warbler.
A day or two later comes the Canadian
warbler, still wearing the necklace of jet
over his rich yellow vest that marked him
so conspicuously in the spring. Then follow
the chestnut-sided warbler and others in
close succession, accompanied by ifycatch-
era and sandpipers. After the middle of

I.

Butcher Bird.

the month we may expect the veery, the
only one of the thrushes to return to us In
August, and the rose-breasted grosbeak. a
handsome cousin of our own cardinal gros-
beak. These and many other migrants are
with us in August; but their presence is
completely hidden from the casual observ-
er; and even the 'searcher who peers into
the dense foliage to penetrate its secrets
must look closely In order to know tl'at it
contains more than its usual number of In-
habitants.

A Victim to Fashion.
While receiving these accessions to the

bird life in our midst we suffer but one loss
during the mcnth, and this only a visitor
who; after nesting further south, had comi
to take a short trip to Washington or some
more northerly point before going finally
to the far south for the winter. This bird.
the American egret, spends its time while
with us beside some lonely and retired
stream. It has reason for seeking seques-
tered localities. It has been for some years
the subject of a war of extermination, now
nearly completed. And for what? It is not
a pest, nor is it a game bird, one of those
unfortunates selcted by man for enjoyable
slaughter. Alas! it Is possessed of a fatal
beauty of plumage during the breeding
season that has docmed it to destruction.
And It is gentle womankind that has de-
creed its destiny. It has certain long white
plumes for which it is hunted while it is
caring for its young, and, owing to I -s
strong parental instinct, it falls an easy
prey. It is shot without difficulty, the cov-
eted plumes are plucked from the fluttering
body and the wounded bird and the young
brood in whose defense it received its death
blow :re left to perish. Hundreds of thou-
sands of egrets are annually slaughtered
in this most heartless fashion In order to
supply the demand fo "aigrettes," as the
pretty plumes are led in the market.
Thus is thoughtless feminine vanity grati-
fied, and thus are the beautiful egret and
its progeny devoted to extermination, and
yet we are supposed to have emerged from
barbarism.
Among the arrivals of the month is a

winter visitor. Coming to us in August
it does not leave again until the following
April. Indeed. I am inclined to suspect
that It is liable to be found here at any
time throughout the year, though it has
never yet been seen In our vicinity in May.
June or July. This is the loggerhead shrike
or butcher bird, a name more appropriate.
for it is almost human in its cruelty and
indifference to suffering. It is thickset,
with a hooked, hawk-like beak, and is
rather strikingly marked with black hori-
zontal lines, at eye and wing and tail.
Perching upon some commanding spot it
keeps watch for grasshoppers, small
snakes, little birds or whatever other bit
of animated life it may choose for its prey.
Suddenly it darts down, seizes one of these
victims, carries it to a nearby thorn tree
or barbed wire fence, impales it upon the
thorn or harb, and then quietly resumes
its perch to watch for another. heeding the
tortures of the poor creature no more than
the aigrette hunter heeds the suffering he
leaves in his path. Of course there is
some justification for the butcher bird-
it is simply stocking its larder with neces-
sary provisions, and it takes a convenient
though cruel method of doing so.

Perfectly Willing to Try.
The butcher bird is a very inferior singer,

although, like many of the human kind, he
does not allow this fact to deter him from
frequent exhibitions of the limited vocal
pcwers he possesses. His voice is creaky,
and his standard of melodic beauty is
somewhat low. Still at the time he appears
among us he has very few competitors to
cast his performance into disfavor, for

L

leery.
most of 'the birds have reached that point
in their annual career when musi", which
played so important a part at first, has
been allowed to sink lower and lower, until
finally it has fallen into disuse. Some ouf
the birds may he heard, however. The red-
eyed virio continues his monotonous mono-
logue In the forest, with the Indigo bird in
the meadow keeping him company. An oc-
casional song jnay be vouchsafed by tho
cardinal, Carolina wren, wood pewee, tuft-
ed titmouse, chickadee or chipping spar-
row, while the field sparrow's pastoral lay
still falls upon the ear with scarcely dimin-
ished frequency. The call of the partridge,
thbe ventriloqual "hanh, hanh"' of the
white-breasted autthatch and the anxious-
sounding chatter of the goldfinch, will once
in a, while greet the rambler. But gener-
ally the songs have subsided, their place
being supplied by the chirping and shrilling
of Insects in the grass and the space-filling
btaasing of the locusts In the trees. Insects
are so numerous that impromptu hunting
parties are often organized among the birds
of an evening, amateurs such as the blue
birds and sparrows of various kinds join-
ing with the professional king birds and
wood pawees in the "sport."
August is a dangerous month for insects.

Not only do they have to serve as subjects
ot this friendly competition and as meals
for less merry, but quite as deadly, birds,
but if they escape these dangers they are
liable to become enmeshed in some of the
humerous spiders' webs that are now be-
coming common in th~e woods. These webs
as' well as a menace to the Insects are a
source of annoyance to the human wood
frequenter, for the spiders have no regard
for the rights of the user of a pathway or
road, but erect their puny barriers across
either with the utmost indifference to the
convenience of the public. Usually it is
only a line or two that breaks across the
face of the passerby; but often a full web
will be encountered, with the owner him-
self perhaps in the center. It Is sometimes
amusing to watch the tactics of the spider
when disturbed in his web. He tries to
frighten the rash intruder by methods sim-
ilar to those attributed to the Chinese, who
are said to have turned somersaults betfore
an advancing foe in order to strike terror
to his heart. I have seen a large black and
yellow spider haug by a single long thread
and turn round and round, the yellow flash-

utlke the intermittenit light of aire-
V liht ihouse. This maneuver .not
prodcin thdesired efect, he clambd

up the line, pae hinwlf in the very md-
dIe of his web and shoee the whole src
tuie rapidly back and forth with okle
rhythm. 3hslahe maoed to.another.iioof the web and gave another shake, and.
then 'tried various other peeosios addfferent kilds of sakes, all with the Ipp of
terrifying the big enemye who had tefehed
1bm with is stiek.

7lheso donest webe are the banmne(e a
nuisance that growis to be quie a Arair-
tak to Isoedland -am-" a'f"-di-o
Mit antiums a~il a stick (and .me should
alweaarry .ne em a jamg; it is usefh
In s amny wspat it emenatly suovings-d.m thin fes aenswtbat metgains te.ma...n amemvea the ... f.. -an
N de--a- easties. Bemever, the Au-- mahbar b-aoang to seek seadense
mahunhe-wme es,she ,

shine in its full force, yet if the day be
rarm enough to make this object'onable
he will find still greater discomfort in the
close atmosphere of the woodland shades,
where breezes do not penetrate and where.
too, in addition to the spider web nuisance
he will be apt to be tormented by gnats and
stinging flies. But for another reason than
mere comfort he will be impelled meadow-
ward. The floral attractions offered by
the open country far surpass those of the
forest. The increasing wealth of the
former and the decreasing wealth of the
latter noted in July have become still more
marked as the summer has progressed.
Still the woods are not devoid of inter-

est, so far as flowers are concerned. 1 he
tick trefoils, whose pretty pink blossoms
of the butterfly or pea type-papillonacous
is the technical term-give a distinctive
character to the undergrowth, are ample
reward for an occasional stroll into the
leafy arbors. The pure waxy clumps of
Indian pipe, often as beautiful as they are
singular; the large and brilliant red blos-
soms of the showy cardinal flower. which
grows in damp spots; the fragrant clusters
of wild clematis clambc4ring over bushes
and small trees; the pungent. purle-flower-
ed dittany; the till stalks and deep endi
large yellow cups 4te fale foxgluv--; the
yellow-rayed and dark-cent' red flowers t f
the wild coreopsis - these are all well
scrthy of the seeking. even at the expense
of some personal comfort.
Then, too, there are some of the orchils

which the August woods offer as tpcentiv..
to the botanical explorer. Tne crane-fly
orchis, whose tall stalk, surrounded by its
many blossoms, has a certain beauty of its
own, though the flowers are rather small
in size and of an inconspicuous greenish
color. Not so much can bne said for the
diminutive coral root (which should he
sought toward the close of the month). Still
it has an attraction to the botantst hecause
of its membership in a distinguished family.
and may. perhaps, be allowed an individual
claim to attention on account of the curious
root from which it derives its name. The
rein orchis is also rather small and easlv
overlooked, and must rest its principal
claim, like the coral root, upon its family
name.

When Meadows Are Gay.
In the meadows the floral display is over-

whelming in its variety. Daisy fleabane,
yarrow, wild carrot, Deptford pink, F;.
John's-wort, cone flower and hosts of other
blooms combine gracefully and in attractive
groups to fill the landscape with beauty and
brightness. The purple heads of tL.e self-
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Spotted Sandpiper.
heal are now abundant; the mullein is in its
glory; rosy clusters of ironwetd and paler
and larger ones of Jae Pye weed are massed
in low places, watered by a hidden stream.
when, in company with the frowsy whit-
heads of the boneset, or thoroughwort, th,-y
stand on each side to protect the little mu-
sician at their feet. Various kinds of sun-
flowers, ranging in size from the large
heads of the variety so dear to the heart of
the "Afro-American" dweller in rural pre-
cincts, to small heads no bigger than a
silver dollar, turn their faces upward to
greet the god of day, whose namesakes they
are.
These are all weedy plants. But the Au-

gust meadows hold many of a manner so
delicate and ornamental that even the
average rustic mind would concede to them
the title of "flowers." The brilliant pink
clustered blossoms of the centaury would
lift it into that higher class, while its kin-
ship to the noted and elegant gentians ac-
centuates its claim to distinction. The odd-
shaped blue blossoms of the monkey flower
-supposed to suggest the facial peculiari-
ties of a monkey-would have no difficulty
in obtaining due recognition. And no one
would think of classing with weeds the
dainty blue (or sometimes pink) little
flowers of the blue curls, which begin to
come into prominence near the close of the
month. The ladies' tresses has, of course,
an indisputable right to the title, as it is an

orchid, but it can afford to waive consid-
eration of family distinction ,and rest its
case solely upon the small spiral columns
of white blossoms it lifts a few inches
above the ground. The name of the meadow
beauty indicates the common opinion of
that rather showy deep pink flower, that
expands its petals in damp places as its
contribution to the month's bouquet. but
it is deserving of the name only in its
natural place. for when transferred to a
bunch of gathered flowers it has a dis-
agreeable habit of losing its petals and
presenting a poor stump to the view.

Nature's Face in August.
These are a few, a very few, of the choice

blossoms that greet one who seeks them in
the August wilds, a courageous venture.
perhaps, on the hot sunny days that are

commonly remembered, but very easy and
delightful out those charming days that are

commonly forgotten. If you will watch for
them and note them, you will probably he
surprised to find how many days there are
during the month that are suggestive of
spring or autumn. When the goldfnches,
inspired by the pure air and cool, refresh-
ing breezes, burst into one af those ecsta-
tic little choruses that were so frequent
during the days of courtship; when the
song sparrow int the thicket beside the
btook sends a spring carol across the field;
when from the grove of clustering oaks
nearby comes the vibratory pedal-note of
the flicker, it requires little imagination
for the listene' to transport himself in
fancy to thg days when the year was
young. And when, on the other hand, a

Summner WarMer.
ruhsportfoledpyteson o os
flveuttering to the ground: when the
wamhof the sunshine feels grateful,whnteelfin born of the nuthatrch is

erdagain, and the clarion tones of the
Caoiawren suddenly ring out; while di.-
tatclsof crows and jays are borne upon

the air, then does it seem bard to believe
that this is the summer of the white smanand not that of the Indian.

HENRY OLOYS.

1am Lann.M WeeMJ,

at thiok itt beemrrhfthenmm te Masua,Dom't yoa?""rem, Zet's herry ea at int the
'Ob, walt a i--mmt I ses Mr. Plsmg

ART AND ARTISTS

Tle good sketching weathe-r that has
thus far prevalledl this rummer has enabled
Max Weyl to accomplish a great deal. In
fact. he has done very little sttilo work
this season, but has devote.d hIs etw-rges
to setting down his imnri saions from na-
ture. A recent trip to Glen Eho twsul 4
in two effective canvases. one a quick sug-
gestior! of an approa hing storm, the other
a carefuily;.tudied wood Interior. The latter
w-U painted at a slot just a lit:le below the.
old amphitheater. r quiet nook. where the
waters of the little stream now hurry nol'-
sly over the .5e-covered rocks and low
lest Idly in .-p--ptgils.- whcri .auc.ly a
ripple breaks the surface. In these t0.:1.d
eapanses is mirroret the tohiag.. of theoverhanging tr.es, those "green-rolw'.i sen-ators of the mighty woodts.'' In the openspaces, where the sunshine breaks throughtie effect of light upon the ro ks anid thesparkling cascaits is thincy manag..l. and.hi truth. he artist has never handled asimilar subject in a more thoroughtly satis-factory ma:.ner. Another mo:.ve whichMr. W.yI obtained a few days ago Is -tv'ew of the Potomac marsh.s. a favoritebaunt with him and a reglon that he hasn ade familiar to the public through hisglowing e"lor studies. The clued effect isver.v stulking in this canvas. and the samet ty he said of a view which he tai,,terion the hills of Arlington a sh,.rt time ago.Next Veek he will leave the city to join hisfamily at Kesjick. Aihemari,. county. Va.Mr % eyl is enthusiastic about the mterialto be fornd in that vtcinity. an, hwing sit-uated ne-ar Monticello, the horn- of Jeffre-r-,on, andi not far from Charloteville theSuatiful subjects around thris l.lacu will5j{ accessibl. to him.

*
**In the water colors she h.o heen doingMiss Atwater has demonstrate,. as oti:-ar:ists have. that the-re are just as goo.lmotives to be, found in and abtut Wash-aigton as may ie ob~tainel by wane-ringf:ar away in the summer months. ihe isWell qualified to ca:ry to a successful issuethe series of street scenes on wimi.h sh. isnow engaged. both on ac.Nount of her tastein that direction and by reas on of her studyunder Child- Hassam. that master of thheclass of subj. 'is. Her most reent sktejiis a view of the avenue seen from th.-Treasury, with tLhe new post offee buldinglooming u In the middle .istane.- and. th.-white dome of the Capitol rising at the en.,of the thoroughfare. the never bails to ge.sunlight into her outdoor work. anl th.-reis alao a nice quality about her skie-s. Thisis true of a sketch she made niear h."Georgetown canal rece-ntly, a soely of .n..of the quaint little bridges An int.er.-sti.i.olor study that she has made shows twoyoungsters standing it front of a bill lo,at.with Its decoration of mang-hue1 l'mster-.Miss Atwater Is at present oc-up.y-ing Mr.E. F. Andrews' hous., ani though shedoes her 1I-st work out of door., his -um-modi.us stutdio offers an " xelient pla., topaint when she and her pupils ate sominded.
*

* *
Mr. H. B. Ursdford has been a uppieidiately by his work in charoal and ;..-n

drawinig. He has just comldltted an. ex,---
lent portrait in charcoal of Mr. itowen,which is commendable both as a like-ness
and as an artistic piece of ..ortraiture.
Aside from this. Mr. Bradford has bei-n
working on a number of pen-il sket. h. s,
mainly of horses and cattle. carefullystudiedj front nature. A recent j.en and ink
skctch. representing an otl man reading a
newspaper, and a young hoieful pesteringhim with qu.'stions, is int s-sting as a
piece of illustration, and also in that the
man in the drawing is a very good likeness
of Mr. Iradford', father. Aside from this
Mr. Bradford has a good deal of other penand ink work which he has been engaged
en lately. Including a number of heads in
various looses. and a silhouette in black
and white of a dog snapping at the heels
of a young woman.

*
* *

Whether Mrs. Hoyle wil spend her sum-
mer in the empire state or in "ole \ir-
giny" she has not yet settled. If she goes
to the former region she expects to tw it
Yonkers for some time. and to do some
sketchine along the Ilu.isun. Wherever
she goes the time she expects to d-vote to
art will 1.- spen t mainly its outdoor work.
Mrs. Hoyle will un lertake a nimbe-r of oil
portraits on aer return to the city next fall.

*
* *

Before la-;ing town this week for the
summer Miss Grac.- M. Patteni executed
quite a striking portrait of her mother it
oil. This was about the last work qt any
consequence that Miss Patten did, but
previous to this she paint.d a portrait of
ex-Governor P..rham of Marylan:. and has
also lone a number of smalir things dur-
ing the past week. She. will ha'. an up-
portunity to do smne very effective land-
scape work wthere she expects to b.. nod is
planning to devote her timer mainly to this
branch ot work.

*
**

Miss Hattie E. Durdette left the city on
Thursday for a pretty spot in Maryland,
where she expects to divide her time be-
tween work and recreation. She has not
done very much color work sine.' her exhi-
bition in the spring, but has confined her-
self to black and whIte. One thing excu--tt-
ed recently which is in full color Is a pastel
head of a dark-haired beauty.

*
.* *

Letters that have been received from
Miss Clara Hill. who went abroad to study
in the spring,-.brittg the information that
she has entered one of the Juslien studio.
She is residing in the suburbs of Paris
with her mother and Mrs. W. Irving
Adams.

Giant .1 the Tar-Efeel State.
From the Suaibury, N. C.. World.
William Austin, the tall man of Stanly

county, Is now working at the old black-
smith shop on Lee street. He was twenty-
one years old on the 13th of April, meas-
ures 6 feet 9% inches Int his stocking feet.
and Is still growing. He weighs 2- pounda
and is apparently a skeleton now. but with
large bones and muscles. He lifted when
only nineteen years old a bale of cotton
weighing over 310 pounds and carried it
some twenty-five yards. Only rect-ntly
three northern gentlemen offered him Sl5.41W
to go in training for five years to fight the
champion af the world. He has never
smoked, chewed or drank any intoxicant.,
and looks the picture of health.

A Wisee.ata moeadma.
From the Milwadae Sistiset.
Charles Helbach, a well-known slack and

tight wire walker of Neenah, has decIded
to Imitate Blandin and walk a .cable
stretcheed across the Niagara Fails. Hl-
hach has not the money to carry out the
undertaking. but Henry Pitsgtbbon. a prom-
inent attorney of Neenah, has signified his
intention of backing Helbach. The latter
will leave for the falls in a few days. Hel-
bach is a young man of twenty-five years
and has frequently attracted attention ia
this part of the state by performing dare
devil feats on a wire. Recently-he stretched
a rope aross two high buildings and
amused his friends by giving an exhibition.
He has traveled with several circuses and
has acquired quite a ~eutation in his line.
He anticipatea no trobein crresilng the
falls. Arrangemanes ame now under way for
the act.

EIS NetSeE FIMGig.
lams the Atana mOsdimUan
An old darty wa arreumed for steattoe a

sllver dollar. it dellar wa fdrnnd e- his
perason and pmas in esrt.

"You stole this mesyT" aked the judge.
"Dat'a what der ad ahr"
"Well. what have wee te sar for yeue-

"Wen,. suh, muttief muech 'esatWa 4mt 1
ws duiw ter It."

"Dutvin to it?'"
"Ye, sub. Yeu ee, isbe, eat demar hada. 1ird en it, en it loes eekmee a game-naa A K thought I so in a hem seg.

en des macbull' hage U."

"1 pity a venwh is a hieel by' M
"Dent lasth te mob

him: the earn wesr a Msm et sayleek r-meSahl.-M.4


